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â€œCrichtonâ€™s ultimate adventure.â€•â€”San Francisco ChronicleÂ â€œPirates Latitudes has the

loot: Gore, sex, actionâ€¦.A lusty, rollicking 17th century adventure.â€•â€”USA

TodayÂ â€œRivetingâ€¦.Great entertainmentâ€¦.The pages and minutes fly by.â€•â€”Cleveland Plain

DealerÂ #1 New York Times bestselling author, the incomparable Michael Crichton (â€œOne of the

great storytellers of our ageâ€• â€”Newsday) takes to the high Caribbean seas for an irresistible

adventure of swashbuckling pirates, lost treasure, sword fights, duplicity, and hair-breadth escapes

in the New World.
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Michael Crichton's "Pirate Latitudes" is everything you're looking for in a pirate adventure. It doesn't

necessarily do anything new with the genre, but it will satisfy those who found the popular "Pirates

of the Caribbean" films too over-the-top and cartoony.This (relatively short) novel tells the story of

pirate (he prefers "privateer") Charles Hunter and his crew of super-pirates as they embark on a

quest for the ultimate prize-- a Spanish treasure galleon. I say "super-pirates" because each of his

crew does one or two things extraordinarily well, creating a sort of "who's who" of pirate archetypes.

You have the stealth assassin, Sanson, who kills entire ship crews without making a sound. Then

there is Bassa, the giant Moor who seems inspired by Fezzik from "The Princess Bride" and who

kills with his bare hands. There is Lazue, the quintessential female pirate, who goes about as a man

unless it suits her to use her feminine attributes and whose eyes are capable of spotting even the

most camouflaged of reefs. There is Enders, the dependable helmsman, who can sail even the



bulkiest of ships through the eye of a needle. And finally Don Diego aka "The Jew", the crafty

munitions expert, who does something with rat innards you will not believe.Other pirate tale staples

appear as well: cannibals, damsels in distress, storms at sea, and sea monsters. The inclusion of

the sea monster surprised me, given Crichton's realistic account of 17th century pirate life up to that

point. While my initial reaction was to scoff, I soon found myself going with the idea. Crichton was a

man of science, and you get the impression that he is acknowledging the possibility that perhaps

the strange stories of sea monsters told by the old seafarers of the past may have had some truth to

them.
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